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What area of planet earth gets to
celebrate the New Year first?
• Greenwich,
England
• Christmas Island,
Kiribati (near
Samoa)
• Okinawa, U.S.
territory
• Sydney, Australia

On January 15, 1967, the Green Bay Packers of the National Football
League smash the American Football League’s Kansas City Chiefs,
35-10, in the first-ever AFL-NFL World Championship, later known as
Super Bowl I, at Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles. Founded in 1960
as a rival to the NFL, the AFL was still finding its way in 1967, & the
Packers had been heavily favored to win the game. As 60 million
people tuned in to watch the action unfold on television, the Chiefs
managed to keep it close for the first half, & by halftime Green Bay was
ahead just 14-10. The Packers, however, proceeded to break the game
wide open, scoring three more times in the second half. Two years
later, the AFL proved itself to doubters by winning its first
championship, when Joe Namath led the New York Jets to an upset
victory over the Baltimore Colts in Super Bowl III. History.com

Janus was the Roman god of doors, choices, beginnings & endings. The first month of the
year is named January after him. He is usually depicted with two faces, one on each side
of the head. He was one of the earliest gods of Rome, sometimes referred to as the “god
of gods” or diuom deo. He is often shown with beards on both faces, but originally, Janus
was depicted with one bearded face & another one clean-shaven, which may have
symbolized the moon & sun, or age & youth. He looks both towards the future & the past
at the same time, one face looking back on the year departed, & one looking forward to the
new year ahead. As the Roman God of Beginnings, his name was an
obvious choice for the first month of the year.

1st ● New Year’s Day
10th ● Peculiar People Day
13th ● Friday the 13th
15th ● Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
25th ● Opposite Day
28th ● National Kazoo Day
31st ● Total Lunar Eclipse

1st ● Paul Revere
8th ● Elvis Presley
15th ● Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
17th ● Benjamin Franklin
17th ● Al Capone
17th ● Mohammad Ali
27th ● Wolfgang Mozart
30th ● Franklin D. Roosevelt
The Guinness World Record title of 3,910
kazooists was set on March 14, 2011,
when the Royal Albert Hall
crowd joined a star-studded
kazoo band to perform
Wagner's “Ride of the
Valkyries”.

Resolving to change & improve yourself is an almost
unavoidable part of the transition to a new year.
Here’s a quick look back at how the New Year’s resolution
tradition got started.
The ancient Babylonians are said to have been the first to make
New Year’s resolutions, some 4,000 years ago. During a
12-day religious festival known as Akitu, they made promises to
their gods to pay their debts & return objects
they had borrowed.
A similar practice occurred in ancient Rome, after emperor
Julius Caesar established January 1 as the beginning of the
new year, circa 46 BC. Named for the god Janus, the Romans
offered sacrifices to the deity & made promises of good
conduct for the coming year.
For early Christians, the first day of the new year became the
traditional occasion for thinking about one’s past mistakes &
resolving to do & be better in the future. In 1740, English
clergyman John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, created the
Covenant Renewal Service, also known as watch night services.
Watch night services held on New Year’s Eve were spent
praying and making resolutions for the coming year.
Despite the tradition’s religious
roots, New Year’s resolutions
today are a mostly secular
practice. Instead of making
promises to the gods, most
people make resolutions to
themselves, & focus purely on
self-improvement. Only 8% are
successful in achieving their
goals. But that dismal record
probably won’t stop people
from making resolutions
anytime soon - after all, we’ve
had 4,000 years of practice!
www.history.com
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On New Year's Eve, Daniel was in no shape to drive, so he sensibly
locked his van and started to walk home. As he was wobbling along,
he was stopped by a policeman.
“What are you doing out here at four o'clock in the morning,” asked
the police officer?
“I'm on my way to a lecture,” answered
Daniel.
“And who on earth, in their right mind, is
going to give a lecture at this time on New
Year's Eve,” inquired the constable
sarcastically?
“My wife,” slurred Daniel grimly.

JANUARY 15, 2018
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a federal holiday marking
the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. It is observed on
the 3rd Monday of January each year, which is around
King's actual birthday of January 15. Dr. King was the
chief spokesman for nonviolent activism in the Civil
Rights Movement.
The campaign for a federal
holiday in his honor began soon
after his assassination in 1968.
President Ronald Reagan signed the
holiday into law in 1983, and it was
first observed three years later.

“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your
neighbors, and let every new year
find you a better man.” - Benjamin Franklin

What area of planet earth gets to
celebrate the New Year first?
A: Christmas Island, Kiribati
Christmas Island, part of the island
nation of Kiribati near American Samoa
in the South Pacific, will be the first
place to celebrate the 2018 New Year.
Christmas Island is just west of the
International Date Line, meaning the
Earth's rotation moves it into the new
day first. Other countries follow as the
dawn of the new day moves west.
Source: Reference.com

PREP TIME 25 Mins. • COOK TIME 25 Mins. • READY IN 45 Mins.

INGREDIENTS
2 1/2 cups wide egg noodles
1 teaspoon vegetable oil
12 cups chicken broth
1 1/2 tablespoons salt
1 teaspoon poultry seasoning

1 cup chopped celery
1 cup chopped onion
1/3 cup cornstarch
1/4 cup water
3 cups diced, cooked chicken

DIRECTIONS
1. Bring a large pot of lightly salted
water to a boil. Add egg noodles & oil,
& boil for 8 minutes, or until tender.
Drain & rinse under cool running water.
2. In a large saucepan or Dutch oven, combine
broth, salt, & poultry seasoning. Bring to a boil. Stir
in celery & onion. Reduce heat, cover, & simmer 15
minutes.
3. In a small bowl, mix cornstarch & water together
until cornstarch is completely dissolved. Gradually
add to soup, stirring constantly. Stir in noodles &
chicken, & heat thoroughly.
Allrecipes.com

