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“Three phrases that sum up Christmas
are: Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men,
and Batteries Not Included.”
– Author Unknown

December 12th is Poinsettia Day. The date marks the
death of Joel Roberts Poinsett, an American botanist,
physician & Minister to Mexico who in 1828 sent
cuttings of the plant he'd discovered in Mexico to his
home in Charleston, SC. In 2002, the House of
Representatives created Poinsettia Day, passing a
Resolution to honor Paul Ecke, Jr. who is considered
the father of the poinsettia industry. Every year,
Poinsettias contribute
upwards of $250,000,000 to
the U.S. economy at the
wholesale level. They are the
best-selling potted plant in
both the U.S. & Canada!

Ho, Ho, Ho…

Your belly will jiggle like Santa’s
when you chuckle at these…
Q: What do you call Santa's helpers?
A: Subordinate Clauses
Q: Why does St. Nick always go down the
chimney? A: Because it soots him!

December History…
December was originally the
10th month of the year in the
Roman calendar. It gets its
name from the Latin word
"decem" which means tenth.
When the Romans added
January and February to the
calendar, it became the 12th
month.
Symbols of December…
Birthstone: Turquoise,
Zircon, or Tanzanite
Flower: Narcissus or
Holly
Zodiac signs:
Sagittarius or
Capricorn
December Days & Dates…
12/6 – St. Nicholas Day
12/7 – Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day
12/12 – Hanukkah begins
at midnight
12/12 – Poinsettia Day
12/21 – 1st Day of Winter
12/25 – Christmas
12/26 – Kwanzaa begins
12/31 – New Year’s Eve
December Is…
•Universal Human Rights Month
•Calendar Awareness Month
•National Fruit
Cake Month
•Read A New
Book Month

As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap,
Santa asked the usual, "And what would you
like for Christmas?"
The child stared at him open mouthed & horrified for a
minute, then gasped, "Didn't you get my E-mail?"
The 4 stages of life:
1. You believe in Santa Claus
2. You don't believe in Santa Claus
3. You dress up as Santa Claus
4. You look like Santa Claus
It was Christmas and the judge was in
a merry mood as he asked the
defendant, "What are you charged
with?" "Doing my Christmas shopping
early”, he replied.
"That's no offense", said the judge.
"How early were you doing this
shopping?"
"Before the store opened."

Cross out all the words on the list. The remaining
letters spell out a Special Christmas Message!

Special Christmas Message
“Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly”

The word solstice comes from the Latin “sol” (sun)
and “sistere" (to stand still). The day of the winter
solstice is the shortest day of the year, meaning the
one in which we experience the least amount of
daylight in 24 hours. In the Northern Hemisphere,
as summer advances to winter, the point on the
horizon where the Sun rises & sets advances
southward each day. The high point in the Sun’s
daily path across the sky, which occurs at noon, also
moves southward each day. At the winter solstice,
the Sun’s path has reached its southernmost
position. The next day, the path will advance
northward. However, a few days before and after
the winter solstice, the change is so slight that the
Sun’s path seems to stay the same, or stand still.

PREP TIME 30 Mins. • COOK TIME 55 Mins. • READY IN 1 Hr. 25 Mins.
INGREDIENTS
1 cup white sugar
1 cup graham cracker crumbs
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons white sugar
3/4 cup eggnog
3 tablespoons melted butter
2 eggs
3 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese,
2 tablespoons rum
softened
1 pinch ground nutmeg
DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).
2. In a medium bowl combine graham cracker crumbs, 2
tablespoons sugar & butter. Press into the bottom of a 9-inch
spring form pan.
3. Bake in preheated oven for 10 minutes. Place on a wire rack
to cool.
4. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees C).
5. In a food processor combine cream cheese, 1 cup sugar,
flour & eggnog. Process until smooth. Blend in eggs, rum &
nutmeg. Pour mixture into cooled crust.
6. Bake in preheated oven for 10 minutes.
7. Reduce heat to 250 (130C) & bake for 45 minutes, or until
center of cake is barely firm to the touch. Remove from the
oven & immediately loosen cake from rim. Let cake cool completely before removing
the rim.
Source: allrecipes.com

